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Flexible, tapered-tip tube facilitates )
conventional orotracheal intubation by novice
intubators
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Abstract:

Orotracheal intubation is the standard technique for airway
management, but several untoward airway complications are
possible with this method. To avoid airway trauma caused by the
tube tip during intubation, the Parker Flex-Tip tube (PFT}, which
has a flexible, tapered tip, was developed. It has been reported
that the PFT facilitates fiberoptic orotracheal intubation and
introducer-guided tracheal intubation. In this study, we compared
the PFT to a standard endotracheal tube (SET), regarding the time
of intubation during conventional orotracheal intubation and the
incidence of postoperative sore throat and hoarseness. One
hundred and thirty-four patients scheduled for elective anesthesia
using orotracheal intubation were randomized to either the PFT or
SET and 132 completed the study. The intubators were classified
into three groups: staff anesthesiologists, inexperienced
anesthesiologists, and anesthesia trainees. The tube was selected
by another anesthesiologist and the time required for intubation
was measured. PFT did not shorten the time required for
intubation and did not reduce the incidence of sore throat and
hoarseness. However, a detailed analysis revealed that the PFT
decreased the time required for intubation in the anesthesia
trainee group. The PFT may help novice intubators to conduct a
smooth intubation.
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